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m & grandmother of a beautiful baby girl

Glory to Jesus Christ!
4 Dear ByziParents,

By the time you read this, | will be the

named Sophie. My daughter has about
four more weeks of her pregnancy left,
but thanks to modern technology, | know that
Sophie, who is named after her great-great-
grandmother, is indeed beautiful. She has her
father’s thick hair and her mother’s smile. Once
she comes into the world, I'm sure we'll see
many more traits of her parents, grandparents,
and maybe even great grandparents appear
within her. These characteristics will allow her
to be all God has ordained for her to become
in her lifetime. Whether physical, emotional,
or spiritual, every trait has been planned from
generations ago to be brought forth in her at this
particular time and in this exact place in God's
kingdom. My granddaughter is a masterpiece,
and | am in awe of her and of the God Who
deigned that she be so.

In this issue, as we prepare our little ones for
the birth of Christ, we will make them aware of
the preparation that went into crafting Him with

traits and characteristics of His Earthly ancestors
to be brought forth in His time and His place as
well. We will discuss the timeline of salvation
that was plotted out in God'’s mind in its entirety
before the universe was created. We will note
the milestones revealed in each of Christ's
ancestors, from Adam to Abraham, from Ruth
to Esther, and from King David to Jesus, which
were crafted there for us to see and know we
are on the right path to Him.

Follow along on our timeline and get to know
the Old Testament figures who pointed the
way to Jesus and gave us a glimpse into the
mind of God. As He crafted each generation
until the coming of Jesus, He has crafted every
generation to lead to us and our children, and
their children’s children as well. We are each a
masterpiece, each a precious jewel created and
placed in our perfect setting, and we should be
in awe of the God Who so artfully designed us
all.

Have a blessed Nativity Fast!
Enjoy the issue!

-Written by Lynne Wardach




FROM DARKNESS
to :

Long, long ago, long before the
first Christmas, God shared his secret plan of
salvation with his prophets. But they could not
understand. They searched and asked,

But God'’s secret was not for them. God’s light
was being saved for a people who would sit in
darkness.

Like a parent keeping a surprise for their
children, Jesus waited for just the right moment
to tell His disciples his secret that even the
Angels had longed to know. He chose a moment
when his children felt the most sad, when they
seemed to be in a very dark place.

Sad and heartbroken, two disciples who had
seen Jesus suffer on the cross, walked to a little
town called Emmaus when a stranger joined
them and asked why they were sad.

they said,
(They did not

know Jesus had risen from the dead and it was
Jesus they were speaking with.)

Jesus lovingly replied.

Don’t you wish you could have heard that
sermon? This was the moment Jesus told his
disciples all about the secret plan He had been
preparing from the beginning of time? Jesus,
himself, revealed the mystery of the incarnation
hidden within every part of salvation history. As
Jesus spoke, their hearts stirred with excitement
and wonder.

God's secret was no longer a secret! Suddenly,
they understood that God had been writing the
story all along in the lives of His people.

In that mysterious sermon on the road to
Emmaus, | wonder if Jesus told the story we
tell every advent as we hang our Jesse tree
ornaments. | wonder if he talked about his
family tree. Did he tell them about the root of
Jesse? Did he speak of Abraham? Of the odd
ladder Jacob saw rising to heaven? Of Joseph's
betrayal by his brothers - even as the son of
God would be betrayed by his friend? Did he
speak of the covenant God made with Moses
and the Children of Israel and Rahab? Perhaps
he gave special honor to Ruth, his grandmother
from distant generations - the beautiful and
faithful woman from a foreign land.

The two disciples ran back to Jerusalem to tell
everyone. Then they went out to the rest of the
world to tell them that Jesus’ family can belong
to everyone because we have been adopted.
We have been grafted into his family tree. His
story of salvation history is our story. He even
gave us his mother!



WE'RE GOING HOME

Music and Lyrics by Kh. Sylvia Dorham
All Rights Reserved ©2021

SCAN TO HEA
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Our family used to live in God's
Kingdom

Walking with him daily, face-to-face
Then there came the Fall

Which ruined it all

And thus began the history of our race

CHORUS:

We're going home

We're going home

Every generation on the way
Pointed us to Christ

Whose sacrifice

Let us back into the Kingdom,

but to STAY!

First man, Adam

And his wife, Eve

Caused the Fall

When they were deceived

Noah had a godly
Reputation

He alone was blameless
In his generation

Patriarch Abraham
Father in faith
Followed God

To a whole new place

CHORUS

Joseph'’s brothers
Sold him as a slave
But God made him the
One who would save

Moses led his people
From slavery’s stress
He was a faithful leader

In the wilderness m

Ruth was loyal

To her mother-in-law
The life of Christ
Her own life foresaw



Be

A man after God'’s heart
Loved the Lord

CHORUS

David, the king

From the very start
Esther used her beauty
As queen of the land

To save her people

From an evil hand

Jonah was a prophet
Three days in a fish
Should have learned more
About forgiveness

CHORUS

John

I

The Baptist

Forerunner of Christ
Prepared the way

For Jesus' sacrifice
Last before the

Holy Incarnation

God made the pinnacle
Of his creation

second Eve,
Wife of Joseph
Who believed

Mary,

I

The mother of our God

CHORUS

WWW.BYZIMOM.cOM 05
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Excerpts from The Jesse
Tree, written by Lynne
Wardach

Written to accompany

In the Beginning, God tells man and

all life as God has created it to be. We know from
our bible stories that Adam and Eve committed the
very first sin when they ate from the tree they were
forbidden to touch. This made God very sad and
disappointed. You see, only sinless beings can be

without the presence of God, until Christ would

from sin.

Time went on and people began to grow very lax
in their devotion to God, and commit all kinds of
terrible sins. He was sorry He ever made people
in the first place, so selfish and wicked had men
become; but not Noah. Scripture tells us that Noah
was the only just and good man alive whom God
did not regret. Did God punish Noah along with all
the wicked men? No. God is just. Because Noah
respected God, God respected Noah and kept his
covenant with him. Noah was told just what he had
to do to be safe. Just as those who were inside the
ark passed safely through the tribulations of their
day, those who remain safely inside the true Church
will navigate the turbulent times in which we live.
God will see to it that those who love Him are safe,
just as He did for Noah.

We call this the Trinity and we commemorate our
belief in the Trinity each time we make the sign of
the cross, using three fingers. One finger is for the
Father, one for the Son, and one for the Holy Spirit,
pressed together to represent the Holy Trinity. In
this way, we understand that God is not a singular
being, but a family, like our family on earth. Our

- family is a type of trinity too! God is showing us
something about His complex nature by giving us a

. family structure that mimics the nature of Himself.

. Scripture clearly says that the Lord God appeared to
: Abraham as three men, not just one. Although this
is so, it is difficult to understand exactly how; it is a

. mystery. Yet, here we see scriptural support for our

belief.

When Joseph was a young boy, his own brothers
- sold him to a caravan of strangers for 20 shekels of

woman to be fruitful, fill the earth and take care of it. : silver. Who else was sold for silver pieces? This is

Thiatt is why we: beves our Farmillies, aie whywe seaspl : a story to help us understand how Jesus will deal

- with those of us who have sold Him unto Death by
: enslaving ourselves to sin. Joseph later became a

: prominent man in the Egyptian Pharoah’s palace
and not only forgave his brothers when they came
: to him for help, but welcomed them and invited

with God in heaven. Now the souls of all men had to * them to live with him in comfort and safetyl How

go to a special place where they would have to wait, — eevoragE: arel lave T mush Heve Yken for
; , . Joseph to have forgiven his brothers like that, and
e e ueggptie AStcod's il o, sasges e being s : to have seen God's plan even amidst suffering and
his own isolation from them! In the same way, being
: betrayed by the disciples and then suffering on the
cross for the sins of all of mankind must have been

: unbelievably hard for Jesus, but He knew that it had
to be that way so that we would be safe with Him

: for eternity.

Moses, like Joseph, was raised in an Egyptian home,
even though he was a Jew. Jesus was raised in a
human home, even though He was God! God the

. Father had special plans for both Jesus and Moses,

: and He has special plans for you! The people of
God followed Moses into the land that was their
heritage after fleeing from slavery in Egypt. When
we celebrate the Passover in our Church (we call it

: Pascha) we celebrate the release of the souls from
the slavery of Hades, that dark void, away from God,
: that human souls had to go into upon their deaths

. . . due to the sin of Adam and Eve. When Jesus died,
We believe that there are three Persons in One God. e hiadte 56 there 166, . et Ha VWAS Ged, Yiu gar't
be away from God, and BE God; that's impossible.

: Adam and Eve and all the other souls of every
person who ever lived and loved God, entered into
: Heaven with Christ that day, never to be slaves to
death again.



Ruth was a Caananite woman who was married to an
Israelite man who passed away. Naomi, her mother-
in-law, realized that it would be hard for her to live
as a foreigner among the Jewish people without

her husband, and so urged her to go back to her
homeland. But Ruth decided to stay and live with
her people, the Israelites, and so she accepted their
God. Because she was faithful to God, and didn’t
return to her pagan gods, she later became the
grandmother of King David, who was an ancestor of
Jesus, so in turn, Ruth became an ancestor of Jesus!
If we stand by our Blessed Mother when we find
ourselves alone in the world, and if we learn from
her how to worship the one true God just as Ruth
learned from Naomi, we will become a member of
Jesus' new family, the Church!

powerful! David was only a child, and no match for
the giant enemy Goliath. Yet with God on his side,
he was courageous and overcame him. Not only did
he save himself, but his whole family and all those
around him. You may be younger than those around
you, but you can be a powerful tool for God when

you do His will for all to see. When David was a boy, :
: to make a public proclamation of their new “rebirth”
: in God by performing a baptism with water. John

: would prepare their souls to meet the Savior of the

: world by preparing their minds and hearts to accept
the things that Jesus would teach them so that they
could begin a whole new life with Him.

his job was to herd and protect his father’s flock of
sheep. While he was in the pasture with them, he
often played his harp and composed songs of prayer
to God called the psalms, which were inspired by
God. Many of the psalms speak of Jesus, who was
not born for hundreds of years. How did David know
about a descendent of his who would not be born
for hundreds of years? God told him so, of course!

Jonah had a job to do. God sent him as a prophet
to Nineveh to tell those living there that they would
endure a great calamity if they did not amend their
ways and begin to live holy lives. Jonah tried to run
away from God and from his duty to Him by sailing
away on a boat, but you cannot hide from God. A
storm came up and Jonah found himself overboard.
He was swallowed by the whale and remained there
for three days, just as Christ stayed in the tomb of
the earth for three days after His death. When the
whale spit him out, he was “resurrected” like Christ
and walked among the Ninevites, talking with them
for 40 days about God’s will for them. When they
heard Jonah, the people repented and were saved.

She was born a Jew, yet was given in marriage

: to the King after the first queen was found to be
disobedient and was sent out of the kingdom. Esther
- won his favor by being respectful of his authority
and obedient to his will. She then interceded for her
: people to rescue them from a law that would result
in their deaths. Who has done all these things on

. our behalf? That's right! Our Blessed Mother, Mary,
Queen of Heaven! She was born a human being,

: like us. She did not sin against God as did our first
mother, Eve. Mary was given in spiritual marriage

: to the Holy Spirit to produce Christ our Savior and
won the Eternal Father’s favor by saying “yes” to his
. will, thereby making her a wonderful advocate for

us before His heavenly throne. Remember to pray to
. her for intercession whenever you desire something
from God the Father, and to make her our model of
. obedience and virtue!

Just because you are little doesn’t mean you are not

Baby John was threatened by King Herod, just as
. Jesus was, so he and his mother, Elizabeth, would
also flee to Egypt. There he would fast and pray
: and build paths and roadways that would later be
: traveled by Jesus. When people would decide to

abandon sin for good, John would encourage them

In the beginning, our God made the heavens and
the earth and then made man. In His infinite wisdom,
: God knew what would happen in the history of

man, from Adam’s creation and subsequent fall

 to his redemption through Christ. God knew of
Jesus' birth, death, resurrection, ascension and the

: establishment of the Church all before the creation
of the stars. He knew of the rise and fall of every
empire, the birth and death of every soul, the
beginning and end of the earth itself, all before the
: creation of the heavens. Amazing as this is, scripture
also tells us that not only did God know these
things, but he recorded them in the stars as well.

- written by Lynne Wardach



COLOR AND CUT OUT
JESUS' FAMILY AND PUT THEM ON
THE CORRECT BRANCH



ARTWORK BY LILLIAN BARON © 2021
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Jesus raises a girl from the dead in today’s Gospel. He is more powerful than death!
In the quote below, follow the directions to read what Jesus said to the girl’s family.

“DO NOT SWEEP; FOR THE IS NOT DEAL BUT SLEETING.”

Sweep - take one letter away to make a work that means “cry.”
The - change one letter to make a word that means “her.”
Deal — change one letter to make a word that means “no longer alive.”

Sleeting — change one letter to make a word that means “resting.”

The parable of the Good Samaritan is the topic of today’s Gospel.
Answer the questions about the following quote:

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers..."

Which is at a higher elevation, Jerusalem or Jericho?
Who was traveling?

Did he literally fall down between robbers?

What is another name for a robber?

What are the names of two other towns in biblical Israel?



The story of Martha and Mary is in today’s Gospel reading.
How many new words can you form from the letters of this word that describes how

Martha was feeling with so much serving to do. An example has been done for you.

Star

The Rich Ruler comes to Jesus in this Gospel reading to ask how to
inherit eternal life.

Find a word that rhymes with each word in the left column that has to do with today’s reading.

Strife
Pod
Pitch
Pleasure
Eleven
Paved

Cooler



start

Nowv. 29

Welcome
someone to play
with you today
who may need a
friend.

Nov. 15
Discuss how
your family will
observe this fast
forthe next 40
days.

Nov. 28

Smile at
someone who
looks sad today.
and cheer them
up!

Nov. 16
ST. MATTHEW
Begin to collect
spare change
for the poor at
Christmas ¥

Nov. 27

Learn a new
prayer today...
one you don’t
have memorized
yet.

Nov. 17

Say a prayer for
someone who is
sad today, then
send them a ¢ard
to cheer them
up.

Nov. 26

Offer to make
someone a cup of |
tea or cocoa and
sit and talk to
them for a while.

Now. 18

Do an extra
chore but don’t
tell anyone...be a
secret angel.

Nov. 25

Visit someone
who is lonely
today and give
them a hug.

Nov. 19

Setithe table
without being
asked, maybe
make pretty
place cards!

Nov. 24

Play in the.snow
and make a
snownan for
everyone to see!

Nowv. 20

Nov. 23

Clean your room Wash the dishes
for the holidays, or empty the
then decorate! dishwasher
L S today without
4 (N being asked,: < v
e & '&,'1 ‘ 75 “‘?!‘\11 ‘_j"é& '.
Nov. &1 I Nov. Q&
/ENTRANCE OF Practice and
THE THEOTOKOS | '1onite the
Review the
prayer to the prayers before
Theotokos and and after
say it .10 times meals'tédayl’
for priests. P
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Nov. 30
ST. ANDREW DAY'!
He wass the first
one called! Be
quick to come
when you are
called today!

Dee. 15

Make Christmas
gards for priests,
monksiornuns,
and those in
nursing homes
today.

Dec. 16

Make
everybody’s bed
today as a gift.

Dec. 19

Do an extra
chore but don’t
tell anyone...be a
secret angel.

|1 Dec. 01

Sweep the porch
and sidewalks
today for mom
and dad,; then for
a neighbor!

Dec. 14 .
Set the table
without being
asked.

Dec. 17

Read a
Christmas story
to your little
sister or brother

Dec. 20

ST.IGNATIUS OF
ANTIOCH

Bake some bread
for a neighbor!

Dec. 23

Do you know
what to say
when someone
says, Christ is
Born?

Glorify Him!

Dec: 18

Dec. 02

Do an extra,
chore but.don’t
tell'anyone...be a
secret angel.

Dec. 15

St. Lucy Day!

Make sweet rolls

and deliver them
.to someone

Dec. 03
Offer to help
someone with'
a difficult job
today.

Dec. 04

Force branches
on the feast of
ST.BARBARA!
Blooms by
Christmas mean
good luck!

Dec. 12

Say a special
prayer for all
of the unborn
babies today!

Deec. 05

Leave your shoe
outfor

St. Nicholas to
fill tonight!

Dec. 11

Dec. 06

Dec. 24

Help set the
table for Holy
Supper.

| Sing Christmas
Carols!

)

Say a special Practice your ST NICHOLAS DAY
prayer for Christmas Carols
someone who is 50 you'll be 'b S
gadtoday; ready ab good deed in his
Christmas! HONoP.
Put on a show!

Dec. 21 mDec. 10 R Deec. 0%
Clean and Call Grandma ST. AMBROSE
Decorate your or Grandpa (or Bee extra sweet
room for an older friend) today...sweet as
Christmas and say hello honey!

today.

Dec. 22 QR Dec. 09 |Dec.08
Practice looking Read a Bible CONCEPTION OF
forthe first star story before bed ST. ANNA
S0 you can do it tonight that you Say an extra

- at Holy Supper haven’t read prayer to
before: welcome the
Theotokos!




S My journey through the 2021 Na,tlv1ty Fa,st /
Dec. 15

start

Dec. 12

Welcome
someone to play
with you today
who'may need a
friend.

Nov. 28
Discuss how
your family-will
observe this'fast
for the next40
days.

Dec. 11

Smile at.
-someone who*
looks 'sad today
and ¢heer them
upl " (

Sk 4
i

Nov. 29

ST. MATTHEW
Begin to collect
spare change
for the'poor at
Christmas

Dec. 10 ;

Learn a new
prayer today...
one you don't
have memorized
yet.

Nov. 30

Say & prayer for
someene who is
sad today, then
send. them &g card
to chee,gtrhem

W,

Dec. 09

Offer to make
someone a cup of
tea or cocoa and
sit and talk to
them for a while.

Dee. 01

Do an extra
chore but don’t
tell anyone...be a
secret angel.

Dec. 08

Visit someone
who is lonely
today and give
them a hug.

Dec: 02

Set the table
.Wlthout bemg
asked maybe
make pretty
place cards!

Dec. O7

Play in the snow
and make a
snowman for
everyone to see!

Dec./03

Clean'your room
for the holidays,
then decorate!

o

Dec. 06
Wash the dishes
or empty the
‘dishwasher
today without
being asked.

Dec. 04
ENTRANCE OF
THE THEOTOKOS
Review the
prayer to the
Theotokos and
say it 10 times” |
forpriests. "

Dec. 05
Practice and
recite the
prayers before
and after
meals today!

Dec. 13

ST. ANDREW DAY!
He was the first
one called! Be
quick to come
when you are

wealled today!

Dec. 28

Make Christmas
cards for priests,
monks ornuns,
and those in
nursing homes
today.

Dec. 29

Make:
everybody’s bed
today as a gift.

Jan. Ol

Dec. 14

Sweep the porch
and sidewalks
today for mom
and dad, then for
aneighbor!

Dec. 27

Set the table
without'being
asked.

Dec. 50

Reada
Christmas story
to your little
gister or brother

Dec. 31

Do an extra
chore but don’t
tell anyone...be a
secret angel.

Dec. 26

St. Lucy Day!
Make sweet rolls
and deliver them
to someone

et

Dec. 16

Offer to help
someone with
a difficult job
today.

Dec: 17

Force branchies
on the feast of
ST. BARBARA! ' =
Blooms by
Christmas mean
good luck!

Dec. 25

Say a special
prayer for all
of the unborn
babies today!

Dec. 18 "

Leave your shoe
out for

St. Nicholas to
fill tonight!

Dec. 24

Dec. 19

Do an extra Say a special Practice your ST NICHOLAS DAY
chore but don'’t prayer for Christmas Carols
tell'anyone...be a | « sonieone who is so you’ll be Do a secret
secret angel. saditoday. ¢ ready at Bo0d dead 16 his
i Christmas! honor.
Put on a show!
Jan. 02 |Jan. 05 gDec. 23 jDec. 20
ST. IGNATIUS OF Clean and Call'Grandma. ST. AMBROSE
ANTIOCH Decorate your or Grandpa (or Bee extra sweet
Bake some bread | room for an older friend) today...sweet as
for a neighbor! Christmas . and say hello honey!
today. A
Jan. 08 |Jan.04 jDee.22 |Dec.21
Do you know Practice looking B ' Read a Bible CONCEPTION OF
what to say for the first star story before bed ST ANNA
when SOII}GOPG S0 you can doif ‘tonight that you Say an extra
says, Christis at Holy Supper M ‘haven’t read prayer to
Born? “hefore. welcome the
Glorify Him! § W Theotokos!
Jan. 06
Help set the

table for Holy
Supper.

Sing Chrlstmas

‘Carols!
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MEANWHILE...

I'm sure you've heard

(and said) the Nativity

response “Christ is
born, Glorify Him!”

was first spoken in a

sermon by St Gregory

the Theologian
(Nazianzen) around
380AD in the Church
of the Resurrection in
Constantinople? St. Gregory
came to Constantinople around 379AD as
Archbishop under Emperor Theodosius | and began
to preach Nicene Christianity. Many Arian priests and
bishops (wWho taught falsely that Christ was created
by God and therefore not equal with him) had spread
their beliefs in Constantinople prior to Emperor
Theodosius I's reign.

St. Gregory's teachings about Christ and the Trinity
became more popular as his preaching spread
throughout the city. The small Chapel of Anastasia
“Holy Resurrection” was filled with parishioners who
wanted to hear St. Gregory's wisdom. His Nativity
sermon (called Oration 38) began with: “'Christ is
born, glorify Him. Christ from heaven, go out to meet
Him. Christ on earth; be exalted. Sing to the Lord, all
the earth (Ps. 96:1); and that | may join both in one
word: Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be
glad (Ps. 96:11), for Him who is of heaven and then of
earth.” Throughout his sermon, St Gregory confirmed
the 3 person unit of the Trinity and encouraged his
audience to accept Christ as God and man, key
aspects of our Faith today. These words of scripture
spoken by St Gregory over 1641 years ago entered
church hymns for the Nativity Liturgy and Advent
services leading up to the birth of Christ.

<< THE THREE
THEOLOGIANS,

ST. BASIL,

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,
AND ST. GREGORY.
(LEFT TO RIGHT)

As you prepare for the celebration of the Nativity,
remember St, Gregory when you exclaim, “Christ is

Born! Glorify Him!”
-Written by Katie Reetzke




Who doesn't love a good
romance story?
We can't help but smile
when we see two people truly
in love! This month's icon is called the

Meeting of Joachim and Anna, or it is sometimes
also called the Conception of the Mother of God.
Saints Joachim and Anna are the central figures in
this icon. They are the Theotokos' parents, in other
words, Jesus' grandparents! Their love story can
be found in a book called the Protoevangelium of
James, but let me tell you a little about them!

Saints Joachim and Anna were very faithful but had
reached old age with no children. At the time, this
was seen as a sign that God was displeased with
them. Separately, they both went out to pray for a
child and each received a vision of an angel telling
them that they would conceive and that their child
would be blessed by God! This icon depicts the
two of them coming together after their visions,
tightly embracing in love and joy. Anna's cloak

is even floating behind her to depict her joy in
running to her beloved spouse! In the background,
we see their home as a symbol of their unity. We
can also see that they stand in front of the golden
gate of Jerusalem, which is a prefigurement of the
Theotokos. Their child, Mother Mary, would be the
royal gate through which Christ would enter the
world.

This icon brings to light a difference in the Eastern
and Western approaches to the "Holy Family."
Especially as we approach the Christmas season,
we often see images in popular culture depicting
Saint Joseph, the Theotokos, and Christ as the Holy
Family. However, we know that Mother Mary was
ever virgin, so she did not have a natural marriage
with Saint Joseph. When newly married couples
want to look to a family as an example of holiness
that they can imitate, a more consistent example

is the marriage of Saints Joachim and Anna. They
had a traditional marriage of husband and wife and
conceived the Theotokos in the natural way, unlike
Christ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNA

STS. JOACHIM AND ANNA//
BY FR VLADIMIR LYSAK

For this reason, this icon of their meeting is often
given as a wedding gift to newly married couples.
That is also why the Holy Prophet Daniel and Queen
Esther the Just are included in this particular icon!
This photo is of an icon that was a wedding gift for
a couple just a few years back, written by our dear
friend, Fr. Vlad. The name saints of this couple were
Daniel and Esther, so he added the saints' images
to the sides of Saints Joachim and Anna. Perhaps
someday, when you write your own love story,
someone will write an icon like this for you and your
spouse too!

-Written by Jocelyn Abyad



JESUS' FAMILY TREE

This month we ponder the mystery of Jesus' family tree. In
Greek, the word for tree is dendron. You may have heard the
root of this word in English words such as "dendrology, " the
study of trees, or maybe even "dendrite," a nerve cell that looks
like a tree. Jesus may have earthly roots in the house of David, but
the most important question for all of us is regarding our own roots.
While some might think of their genetic ethnicity,
St. Paul reminds us of something else . By baptism into Christ, we have been
grafted into the family tree of Jesus , and we, likewise, are expected to bear
much fruit!

REV. SEBASTIAN CARNAZZO, PHD
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Your guide through the season.

AS WE CELEBRATE THE MEMORY OF
THY RIGHTEOUS ANCESTORS, 0 LORD,
THROUGH THEM WE BESEECH THEE TO SAVE OUR SOULS.
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Includes 40 daily scripture accounts, a
guided discussion for each day, as well as
instructions for a simple commemorative
ornament. A complete craft supply list is

also provided in the appendix.

The Jesse Tree

ide Through
A Family Gui d Philipovka

the Season of Advent ar
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Going out of your way:
= Ages 6 A & 6v, ask mom and dad to help you meet

with someone lonely and rejoice in their company.
This person could be an Aunt/Uncle, Grandma/
Grandpa, or maybe even a cousin!

CAN BE USED 1X A MONTH TO POWER SAINT/ICON CARD

THE JOACHIM & ANNA CARD CAN MOVE 11 RUNGS
ON THE LADDER THE FIRST TIME IT'S USED

NOW ANNA IS GLAD, FOR FROM THE BONDS OF
BARRENNESS HATH SHE BEEN RELEASED

KONTAKION OF SYNAXIS OF THEHOLY ANCESTORS OF GOD
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Use code BYZIKIDS for $5 off!

The Jesse Tree!
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