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THE RIZA GAME |
MORE WAYS TO'PROTECT THE PROTECTRESS } :
Often when you see an icon, whether it's in
church or in someone's home, you will see that {
someone has'lit a votive candle in front of it as! |
a sign of their devotion and heartfelt prayer. |
You, and many other people who are moved
by the image may also venerate the icon with
a kiss. Now candles can give off smoke, and
kisses ‘can be messy, so how can you protect
such a precious piece of devotional art from
wear and tear? You can cover it with a Riza! The
word RIZA is Russian for robe, 'and is intended

' to cover the icon, all but hands and faces, like
a robe or a smock to keep it clean from daily

' ‘veneration. Usually a Riza is made from metal }
such as gold or silver, and can be adorned ‘
with gems and precious stones. These rizas, 1
however are made of paper and are meant to |
show you that the Theotokos can be depicted §
in many different ways. She is the same person }

. as you can see, because she has the same face, #
but her clothing, accessories, and the position
of her hands teﬁ us a bit about which aspect of
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“her character is being depicted in the icon.

HERE IS THE BASE OF THE ICON, DEPICTING THE
"FACE OF THE MOTHER OF 'GOD. YOU CAN CUT
OUT THE NEXT FEW. RIZAS AND PLACE THEM
" OVERIT TO CREATE'FOUR DIFFERENT " -
T DEPICTIONSOF- HER =t
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<{POKROV s K L
'IEE PROTECTION (OR POKROV) IEON
Here we see her with her mantle in her hands,
spreading it over those standing below the icon. ' .
- Remember that she did this for the people of { -
- Constantinople!

PANAGIA>{

: THE PANAGIA ICON
In the Panagia style, also known as Our Lady
of the Sign, the Mother of God is shown with
her hands raised up to God in prayer while the
baby Jesus is shown in a circle near her heart.
-+~ This represents the time that the Christ Child
; L was present within the womb of
His mother before He was born!
Panagia means "most holy". =~

X

T 5 r v 5 r =
N s e b gt at i s s S S g I S e e e T S e R e g
E S I8 &3 Y e S 5

10 Byzi Kids - //-OCT 2027



£
3

= ! 3 Ogcw® :
O = 3 i e B, i ; mmnmu _ =
E S 85 m i TR i
= XY c 0 : W om (>3 ¢ {
oy =t (@) g 1 e T ;
= =2 0 I % OD.. c Q M.
A m &, ) o _n 3
2 > Ota 1 Odep ‘@
AN.E 0 o)yC ! pK.IeU A =
L L e L c 1 : = > 3w , —
i = e s ! ; ONrTqU N
A TR o €O i L. L Ooa? &
|__|_| In.loe 1 — o o
O ) e :
Eow . XS age c _ m s d =
R i = o >8" i N 208 ,
arFg TAwmﬁf | A w 22
L Wl = - ha, ! oD 5
AH,OM D_Ioe 2 i 5.4
= ) O i st o 1 (TR, =]
£ = T Ddtbe 1 o
O m-E o Rt = € 2
28 omosanz | | 25 )
_ o : 2
—ow .- e 0 ' Qo P
T2 BT = O >c .
27 BERS _ oo
W|.D _.u.__nL..LOMO ' = 0
G%,N HTM:m.Smt P N.:.an
Ve v L8 ' Hie

e



