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Do you know the story of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker? 
	 A long timeago, around the year 260 
AD, Nicholas was born in a city called Patara, 
inthe area known as Asia Minor. He was the 
only child of wealthy parents who dedicated 
their son to God from the time he was born. 
He was also very close to his uncle, the Bishop 
of Patara, who taught him all about the
spiritual life. 
	 Nicholas’s parents died while he was still 
young, and he inherited their wealth. Nicholas 
was very generous with his inheritance, and 
gave it all to the poor. There is a famous 
story about how he helped a man with three 
daughters who could not support his family. At 
night, Nicholas secretly left gold coins for the 
family. With this money, his daughters were 
finally able to be
married, as they had hoped!
	 Nicholas was later chosen to be 
Archbishop of a city called Myra. He was 
a merciful and wise leader, full of zeal for 
the Christian Faith. At one point, he was 
imprisoned by the emperor for his strong faith 
in Christ, but even that didn’t stop him from 
teaching people about God! Even during 
his life, people considered him a saint, and 
he was known for working miracles, which 
is why we call him a “Wonderworker.” Saint 
Nicholas died around the year 337 AD. Today, 
we especially remember Saint Nicholas as an 
example to us of charity, generosity, wisdom, 
and zeal. 
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ICON OF ST. NICHOLAS 
AT SS JOACHIM AND ANNA UKRANIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FRONT ROYAL, VA 
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S a i n t  N i c h o l a s  t h e  Won d e rwork e r
Word  S e a r c h

The Catechism of The Ukranian Catholic Church
	 Have you seen this important book around your house? Maybe 
your parents or grandparents have a copy. Maybe you catechism 
teacher has a copy and uses it to prepare classes for you before or after 
Divine Liturgy each Sunday. Each mont we will learn something about 
this importnat book.

1. What is the name of this book? The Catechism of the Ukranian 

Catholic Church: Christ Our Pascha. In this book we can learn all about 
our faith.
2. What is a “catechism”? The word “catechism” comes from a Greek 
word meaning “to sound down” or “to echo” something. It is the way 
we pass down to each other the Faith we have learned.
3. Who is this book for? A letter by Patriarch Sviatoslav in the very 
begining of this book says the book is for everyone - not just preists and nuns but the laity also. 
The word laity means all the rest of us, even kids. Patriarch Sviatoslav is the head of the Ukranian 
Catholic Church. We pray for our Patriarch each Sunday during Divine Liturgy. Can you count 
how many times we pray?
4. How old does a kid have to be before they ask for an “adult” gift for Christmas? Here is one 
important question for each of you to think about. What will you be asking your parents to 
buy you this Christmas? Do you want Legos?, Barbie dolls?, A new bike or scooter?, or video 
games? What are you hoping to find under the Christmas tree this year? We all love toys and 
there is nothing wrong with that. But how old do you think a kid should be before you ask for an 
“adult”  gift for Christmas? Do you think someday, you should have your very own copy of this 
book? Do you think it is a book you will have all your life?
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A “FAST” FRIENDLY RECIPE FROM...WWW.BYZIMOM.COM

Serves 8 people

   
 St. Nicholas is known for tossing bags 
of gold down the chimney and for 
calming the storms for fishermen.
  
 Serve these little bags of gold coins 
along with some baked fish and start 
a conversation with your family about 
the great deeds of  St. Nicholas on his 
special day!

St. Nicholas’s Purses
INGREDIENTS

   Zest and juice of one orange
1 tsp grated, fresh  ginger
4 Tbsp honey or maple syrup
3 cups baby carrots, cut into coins
½ cup water
Dash salt
½ pound of prepared phyllo dough

PREPERATION

Preheat oven to 400 degrees

Zest and juice one orange and combine 
both with 2 Tbsp of the honey in a small 
mixing bowl and set aside.

Place diced carrots and 10 long scallions 
into a saucepan with ½ cup of water and 
dash of salt and cook until the carrots are 
just  tender and the water has evaporated.  
Remove the scallions and set them in cold 
water to use as ties later on.

Add the juice mixture to the carrots in the 
saucepan and stir to coat.  Continue to cook 
for a minute to form a glaze on the carrot 
coins and  remove from  heat. 

Thin the remaining 2 Tbsp of honey with 2 
Tbsp of water and set aside.

Open the package of phyllo and, working 
quickly, cut the stack of dough in half, width-
wise.  Stack six halves for each purse, place 
a large spoonful of carrot coins in the center, 
then gather the edge of the dough at the 
top and twist. 

Place each purse onto a parchment-lined 
baking sheet and place into the oven for 15 
minutes until browned.  Remove from the 
oven and place each purse onto a serving 
platter, then tie each one around the top 
with a blanched slice of leek or scallion .
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